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Consider these statements:

· The idea of creating beautiful lettering really appeals to me 

· I admire pieces of calligraphy and say to myself “I’d love to, but I don’t think I could…”

· I’ve looked at calligraphy kit for sale but wouldn’t know what to buy

If this sounds like you, then a calligraphy course is what you need!  

Now consider these:

· There are no calligraphy courses in my area that fit with my free time

· I like working at my own pace, knowing I’m progressing

· I’d like the personal guidance of a professional calligrapher

· I’ve seen calligraphy books and resources on the Internet but don’t know where to start

If this sounds like you, then Online Calligraphy Learning might be just the thing for you.

What is Online Calligraphy Learning?

Online Calligraphy Learning is a set of lessons and learning challenges, which will take you from the first moments of picking up a pen to having the confidence to produce your own beautiful pieces.

The lessons are delivered online, using step-by-step learning, supported by bespoke video footage and resources already available are included, piecing them together into an easy to follow tutorial.

What makes Online Calligraphy Learning special is that you will get chances to receive feedback from the tutor right from the start – so even as you make your first marks on the paper, you’ll know you’re on track.

The comments are tailored for you and are in written form, often with diagrams to illustrate key points, so they are there for you to check whenever you need to.

In addition, as the number of learners grows, there will be an increasingly rich pool of information for you to look at, and hopefully a community of learners who can help each other as well as benefiting from the tutor’s expertise.

Janet Smith

janet@oakleafcalligraphy.co.uk

www.oakleafcalligraphy.co.uk

What can I learn?

A number of courses, each focussing on one hand (a style of lettering) are currently available (with more being added in the future) : 

· Roman capitals

· Uncial

· Foundational

· Gothic

· Italic

For details and images of the hands offered, see below.

Do I need previous calligraphy experience?

Definitely not!  All you need is a desire to create beautiful lettering, and the intention to find some time to practice.  Each of these courses (*) are good for learners with no previous calligraphy experience; skills you learn in any one of these will also help with other hands.

And if you’re dusting down skills learned a while ago, or simply wanting to be travel along that learning curve, with positive encouragement and challenge, Online Calligraphy Learning can do that for you.

There’s also no age limit – I’m happy to work with anyone who is keen to develop their lettering skills.

I’m left handed – does it cover my needs?

Definitely!  Janet is very aware of the challenges faced by left handers, and has helped a number of left handers become excellent calligraphers. 
How quickly can I learn?

Each course consists of between 6-12 lessons, which you’ll be encouraged to progress through as you are ready for them.  It’s up to you how long you take – it’s designed to fit into your busy life – but probably the speediest learner will be able to complete a course in 4 weeks.  You do need to complete the course within 1 year – after this time you will forfeit any remaining lessons. 

How much help is available to me?

As much as you want, really!  We’ll be in contact throughout your course so you’re welcome to ask me anything.  It is this constant contact that makes this learning different to learning from a book – so much closer to having the tutor at your elbow at all times.

For those for whom it is practical, face-to-face tuition can be included with any of the courses – to help with a tricky issue or just to get off to a speedy start.  A special rate applies to learners booking such a session. 

Who is the tutor?

Janet Smith has been a calligrapher for nearly 25 years, and has many years’ teaching experience.  She understands the challenges faced by those new to the skill, and is also able to offer tailored challenges to those who are more experienced.  She enjoys nothing more than a conversation about calligraphy so is perfect to be the tutor for these lessons!

Janet’s work can be seen on her website www.oakleafcalligraphy.co.uk
What will I need?

Basic calligraphy equipment – see below

Access to email and the Internet

Means of sending images of your work – a scanner is ideal, but well taken photographs will also suffice.

I don’t have regular access to a computer – can I still participate?

To benefit fully you will need occasional access to a computer to look at the next lesson, submit your work and read your feedback.  In addition there will be videos and references to material on the internet to help you with your learning.

If you have a computer but cannot scan documents or upload photos, that’s fine – you can send me your written work in the post and I can comment on it.

If you can’t guarantee access to a computer at all, you can still participate.  In this situation I will charge an additional £5 per course for production of paper copies of the lessons and postage.  (£10 for overseas).

How much will it cost?

Each course costs £60.  

For this, you will get access to the 6-12 lessons for the hand you have chosen.  Each of these includes detailed information on techniques (such as the formation of the letters, or correct spacing) and practice work for you, plus something to submit once you feel you’re ready.  These assignments are each critiqued for you by Janet, with written comments, encouragement and suggestions.  Both the submissions and the majority of the comments will be on the website (visible only to learners enrolled on this course).  Where appropriate I may also email comments directly to you.  

In addition you will have access to information which is helpful to all learners, whichever hand they have chosen to study (for example, information about equipment required).

You will also be able to see the submissions and comments for other learners, and will have the opportunity to interact with those learners if you wish. (Strongly encouraged!)

Every course includes plenty of extra tips, such as on your workspace, tools and materials and even getting into the right frame of mind for writing.

(You can pay by bank transfer or cheque.  Once the payment is made (non refundable, I’m afraid) you’ll be given access to everything you need.)

What about the feedback I will receive?

The feedback is completely tailored to you, and the only goals are to encourage and assist you.  It will always be honest and precise and never derogatory.  It is likely to include both words and pictures to help you understand what is already working and where some further attention may be beneficial.

The majority of feedback will be sent to you via the website, as your learnings are likely to be valuable to others too.  Where appropriate, we can discuss matters via email rather than the website.

I’m still not sure – why is Online Calligraphy Learning for me?

· It offers a framework for your learning, with all the online help you could want

· There are no rules about when you work, or how quickly you progress through the learning challenges.

· Janet is an experienced calligraphy teacher having taught both beginners and more advanced calligraphers, and will work with you to sort out any challenges you face.

· If you choose to, you can benefit from looking at the work of other learners, along with some of their feedback.

· You can really study the feedback you receive, which makes it more valuable than quick comments in a classroom environment.

· Your work is studied closely, and the comments you receive are tailored to your style of lettering and your current skill level.

I’m keen to know more – what do I do next?

If you’ve any questions, or if you’re simply feeling ready to take the plunge, send me an email to janet@oakleafcalligraphy.co.uk and we’ll take it from there.

Appendix A : The courses on offer

Roman Capitals are the shapes upon which much western lettering is based.  Mastery of these shapes gives great benefit with other hands, and also gives a powerful and beautiful set of letters for use in almost any situation.
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The foundational hand is a great first hand to learn.  The letters are based on geometrical shapes and create a beautiful, clear hand. 

Italic is often the hand people bring to mind when they think of calligraphy.  It is logical and extremely readable and can be used in any situation.  It lends itself to great variations and is an excellent hand to have in your calligraphy kit-bag.
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Uncials begin as simple, logical shapes, and can be modernised, manipulated and decorated to look stunning.

Gothic lettering is strong and characterful, and not as difficult to learn as it might seem!  It may not have as many other applications as some other hands, but is a highly satisfying hand to learn.
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Coming soon : Carolingian, Pointed pen modern lettering, Italic capitals, Versals, Laying out pieces of work

Appendix B : Equipment

The cost of the course does not include the cost of equipment, but the good news is that a basic set of calligraphy equipment is not expensive.

The first learning challenge will come with information about equipment and possible places to shop, but simply you are going to need

· pen and ink

· ruler

· 2 pencils

· paper (office paper, layout or cartridge is fine – A4 and ideally some A3 as well)

· a board to write on (a square of wood of 40cm square is fine)

A note on pens : a pen with separate dip nibs is a great tool to learn to use.  Brands include Mitchell, Brause, Speedball C and Tape.

An alternative is a Pilot Parallel pen (cartridge pen).

Fibre tip (felt tip) calligraphy pens are fine for playing, but will not have the sharpness need to evaluate your letters.

Other fountain pens and dip pens might be fine, although note that we will be working with nibs that are 2mm wide or wider.

A note on ink : I recommend walnut ink (such as that made using Van Dyck crystals) or Higgins Eternal ink.

